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July 2022 

Explore our upcoming events, current projects and what we're doing as part of 

the Festival of Archaeology in this month's edition of our Newsletter.  

 

Festival of Archaeology 2022 

Home of Hillforts and Henges is an exciting new event from 21st to 31st July that will 

celebrate Dorchester’s neolithic and iron age landscape, rich in earthworks and the people 

that have lived here for over 6,000 years. 

The event is part of the National CBA Festival of Archaeology 2022 and activities will take 

place at multiple locations across the town. It will launch at Dorset Museum with a special 

open evening and a talk on the Ridgeway Vikings. An action-packed programme will include 

a series of lectures at Dorset Museum and a new archaeological dig at National Trust’s Max 

Gate with Meet the Archaeologist sessions. There will be guided walks over the landscape 

(including Maiden Castle), antiquities handling and family crafts at Dorset Museum at 

weekends. 

 

  

https://dorsetmuseum.cmail19.com/t/y-l-buimky-iuzkhdldt-r/


 

Community Quilt Making Project 

We are currently undertaking a community quilt project in relation to Antje Rook’s “A virus 

a day” quilt which was on display in the community centre and to celebrate one year’s 

opening of Dorset Museum. 

The idea is for staff, volunteers, community groups and members of the public to create a 

square 10 cm x 10cm with a slightly larger edge for sewing purposes. 

Quilt pieces are in natural colours using any textile, embroidery or quilting techniques based 

on some aspect of the museum/ history of Dorchester – the collection or building for 

example. 

For further information please email Alexandra Briggs at Dorset 

Museum alexandra.briggs@dorsetmuseum.org. 

Completed squares can be brought to the museum and we will be collecting these over the 

next few months. 

mailto:alexandra.briggs@dorsetmuseum.org


 

Plastics are not Fantastic 
In this exhibition, in Alice Ellen Cooper Dean Community Room the students from 

Weymouth College express their thoughts about the environment through posters, pledges 

and artwork. 

To raise awareness of the ongoing climate emergency 64 students contributed ideas and 

created posters during the 2021 COP26 climate change summit in Glasgow. A selection of 

posters, artwork and posters are on display. 

 

 

https://dorsetmuseum.cmail19.com/t/y-l-buimky-iuzkhdldt-y/


Tripadvisor 'Travelers' Choice' award 
We are so pleased to be awarded a Tripadvisor 'Travelers' Choice' award 

This means we've been recognised as one of the top organisations worldwide. 

We're so grateful to everyone who takes the time to review us, whether on Tripadvisor, 

Google or elsewhere; your feedback really matters to us! 

 

What Lies Beneath Max Gate? 
From  Monday 25th to Friday 29th July 2022, as part of the Festival of Archaeology week, 

National Trust Archaeologists are excavating in the grounds of Thomas Hardy’s house at 

Max Gate, Dorchester to demonstrate the survival of archaeology below Hardy’s Paddock 

and Garden to enable the site to be designated as a scheduled monument. The National 

Trust property is likely to encompass all that remains of a Middle Neolithic enclosure 

equivalent to the earthwork surrounding Stonehenge which is overlain by a Bronze Age site 

and then crossed by a Late Iron Age and Roman cemetery. The site was discovered, 

recorded and half swept away by a road scheme in the 1980s and all that remains should lie 

under Max Gate. 

To visit the excavation, please book via nationaltrust.org.uk/max-gate 

On Thursday 28th July from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm. Wessex Museum's will host an online 

event, streamed from Max Gate with National Trust archaeologist Martin Papworth; Hardy’s 

Wessex curator Harriet Still and Wiltshire Museum director David Dawson 

 

https://dorsetmuseum.cmail19.com/t/y-l-buimky-iuzkhdldt-j/
https://dorsetmuseum.cmail19.com/t/y-l-buimky-iuzkhdldt-t/


 

Venue Hire and Weddings 

We are not only the home of 250 million years of Dorset’s history, but is also the perfect 

venue to hold any corporate functions, private events or weddings. 

 

Offering exclusive hire the wonderful spaces and facilities we can create the perfect setting 

tailored directly to your needs. Our committed bookings and events team are highly 

experienced in managing and holding a variety of events, from small conferences to evening 

parties, and are available to assist with any queries you may have. 

 

  

  

  Current Exhibitions   

https://dorsetmuseum.cmail19.com/t/y-l-buimky-iuzkhdldt-i/


 

Hardy's Wessex 

The landscapes that inspired a writer  
Until 30 October 2022 

Take a fresh look at the Victorian novelist and poet, Thomas Hardy, in the stunning 

Wessex landscapes that shaped his view of the world. His story will be retold in exciting 

new ways by our museum collections, from period costumes to personal letters, art to 

archaeology. 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Festival of Archaeology 
21st to 31st JULY 2022 

Activities will take place at multiple locations across the town. 

https://dorsetmuseum.cmail19.com/t/y-l-buimky-iuzkhdldt-d/


There will be a series of lectures, guided walks and other activities. 

The event concludes with an epic day of discovery and fun at Maumbury Rings with 

Hengefest on Sunday, 31st July. 

 

 

Archaeological treasures tour 
19 July 2022, 10:00am - 11:00am 

Explore archaeological treasures held by Dorset Museum – from Bronze Age gold to 

medieval silver – in this volunteer-led tour during the Festival of Archaeology. 

 

https://dorsetmuseum.cmail19.com/t/y-l-buimky-iuzkhdldt-h/
https://dorsetmuseum.cmail19.com/t/y-l-buimky-iuzkhdldt-k/


 

Roman mosaics tour 
27 July 2022, 10:00am - 11:00am 

Join Collections Manager Kat Broomfield to explore the amazing Roman mosaics on 

display at Dorset Museum in this special tour for the Festival of Archaeology. Find out 

about the recently acquired Leopard and Gazelle mosaic from Dewlish Roman Villa, and 

the amazing work carried out to lift, conserve and re-display the Fordington High Street 

Mosaic, a centrepiece of our new Atrium. 

 

 

https://dorsetmuseum.cmail19.com/t/y-l-buimky-iuzkhdldt-u/


‘Anciently a manor’ The medieval manor 

at Lower Putton Lane, Chickerell 

Dr Clare Randall 

28 July 2022, 7:00 pm 

Join Dr Clare Randall to find out more about the findings from excavations at Lower 

Putton Lane carried out by Context One Heritage and Archaeology during 2016–2017 

revealed a significant part of a manorial settlement. From the 12th century onward, the 

manor consisted of a sequence of well-appointed buildings, with evidence of the daily 

lives and wider connections of the inhabitants. This lecture explores the importance of 

the buildings, the finds and environmental evidence for understanding the medieval 

landscape of Dorset, the manor’s origins, development, connections and decline, as well 

as giving an insight into the lives of the people who lived there. 

Copies of Clare's monograph 'Anciently a Manor',  Excavations of a medieval site at Lower 

Putton Lane, Chickerell, Dorset will avaliable to buy on the evening. 

 

 

Dorset Museum Music Society 

Victoria Sayles and Kirsty Barry 

20 July 2022, 7:30 pm 

A visit from two musicians with strong local connections. Violinist, Victoria (Dorchester 

born and bred) now enjoys an international career having recently been appointed leader 

of the Royal Swedish Opera Orchestra while Pianist, Kirsty will be remembered as a 

former member of staff at Thomas Hardye School. 

Programme 

https://dorsetmuseum.cmail19.com/t/y-l-buimky-iuzkhdldt-o/


•         SCHUBERT Sonatina No 1 in D major Op 137 

•         PROKOFIEV Sonata for Solo Violin Op 115 

•         MASSENET ‘Meditation’ from Thaïs 

•         ELGAR Violin Sonata in E minor Op 82 

 

August 

 

Thomas Hardy and the Literature of War 
4 August 2022, 7:00pm - 8:00pm 

Kate Adie will discuss the writer Thomas Hardy’s changing views on war and conflict with 

panellists Phillip Mallett and Tai-Chun Ho. 

In his youth, Thomas Hardy was fascinated by the colour and strategy of the Napoleonic 

Wars, or The Great War as he knew it. It provided the inspiration for his action-packed 

novel The Trumpet-Major (1880). However, the later conflicts that he witnessed – the 

Crimea War, Boer Wars and the First World War – led him to examine war more critically 

in his writing. 

The panellists will explore Hardy’s changing relationship with war, along with his 

friendships with critics, supporters and war poets, like Sydney Dobell, Rudyard Kipling, 

Millicent Fawcett and Siegfried Sassoon. 

 

https://dorsetmuseum.cmail19.com/t/y-l-buimky-iuzkhdldt-b/
https://dorsetmuseum.cmail19.com/t/y-l-buimky-iuzkhdldt-n/


 

An afternoon with Joanna Quinn, author of  

The Whalebone Theatre. 
12 August 2022, 3:00pm - 4:30pm 
Joanna Quinn’s debut novel, The Whalebone Theatre, is a brilliant coming-of-age story set 

in Dorset and has been dubbed ‘the book of the summer’ by the Sunday Times. 

There is an opportunity to spend the afternoon with Joanna and hear about her book in 

this free event. 

 
  

  
  

  
  

https://dorsetmuseum.cmail19.com/t/y-l-buimky-iuzkhdldt-p/


 

Our Museum shop is always open online 
The Dorset Museum online promotes ranges from the Museum Shop.  

Shop online for Dorset Museum books, prints, homeware, exhibition ranges and exclusive 

gifts inspired by the Dorset Museum collections.  

Your purchases support our work to look after all the treasures within the museum and 

bring new and exciting things to the county and the local community. 

 

Support Us 

 

Become a Member Today 

https://dorsetmuseum.cmail19.com/t/y-l-buimky-iuzkhdldt-x/


Members enjoy unlimited free entry to Dorset Museum and its exhibitions, 

complimentary tickets for friends and family, discount in our gift shop, entry to our 

partner museums and more.  

Become a member of the Dorset Natural History and Archaeological Society today and get 

a deeper insight into 250 million years of Dorset’s history, while you help protect its rich 

heritage for future generations. 

 

Make a donation 

Your donations allow us to conserve and research 

Dorset’s most extensive historical collections. 
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