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Charging and Remissions Policy

At St Gregory’s School, we believe that all of our pupils should have an equal opportunity to benefit from school activities (curricular and extra curricular) independent of their parents’ financial means. The Governing Body recognises its responsibility to ensure that the offer of activities and educational visits does not place an unnecessary burden on family finances.

This charging policy has been compiled in line with DfE requirements and in accordance with s457 of the Education Act, 1996 and describes how we will do our best to ensure a good range of visits and activities is offered, and at the same time, try to minimise the financial barriers which may prevent some pupils taking full advantage of the opportunities.

This policy is intended to clarify to parents and persons with parental responsibility what charges the school will make for educational events and activities.

Voluntary Contributions:

We follow the DfE guidelines on charging for school activities. We recognise that, as a state school, the education provided wholly or mainly during school hours is free. This means that we cannot make a charge to parents for any activities within school which are part of the national curriculum. However, we may ask for a voluntary contribution in order to offer additional exciting opportunities to enhance the curriculum. The following is a list of activities organised by the school where voluntary contributions from parents will be sought:

· Any activity that takes place during school hours 

· Visits to museums

· Visits to theatres

· Sporting activities which require transport expenses

· Outdoor adventure activities

· Visiting speakers

· Visiting traveller groups

· Musical events

· Residential school visits

The terms of any request made to parents will specify that the request for a voluntary contribution in no way represents a charge.

All contributions are voluntary. If we do not receive sufficient voluntary contributions, we may cancel a trip. If a trip goes ahead, it may include children whose parents have not paid any contribution. We do not treat these children differently from any others.

Remissions

Children whose parents are in receipt of the following support payments may be entitled to the remission of charges for board and lodging costs during residential school trips. The relevant support payments are:

· Income Support (IS) or

· Child Tax Credit provided the family does not receive Working Tax Credit and the family’s income (as assessed by HM Revenue and Customs) does not exceed the sum stated in the HM Revenue and Customs regulations. 
· Income Based Jobseeker’s allowance (IB JSA)

· Employment support allowance (Income Related) (ASA(IRA)

· Guaranteed of State Pension 

· Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

The governing body recognise that some activities where charges can legally be made will be offered at no charge or a reduced charge to parents in particular circumstances, for example family hardship outside of the above criteria. The responsibility for authorisation of such remission and the determination of the level of voluntary contribution is delegated to the Headteacher in consultation with the Chair of Governors.

Music Lessons

All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum. We do not charge for this. There is a charge for individual or group tuition if this is not part of the curriculum. We are able to offer instrumental tuition by music tutors and the Dorset Music service. The minimum length of a lesson is 20 minutes as determined by OFSTED. And these lessons are charged at cost. 

Extra Curricular Activities

St Gregory’s School may offer extracurricular activities and a charge may be made for such activities.

St Gregory’s School recognises that additional events may take place that do not fall in line directly with any of the above; however, the school will manage implementation of this policy in line with DfE guidelines and the support and guidance of the Local Authority.

This policy and its intentions will always reflect the present and future needs of all stakeholders and to support this we are always open to suggestions for changes and alterations of and to any specific individual provision/requirement to ensure full access to all.

